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PREFACE 


This epitome which is entitled “ Boddhyahara Kulaya” or “Dewavansaya” has been composed by us 
following true historical facts as related in Mahavansa, the welknown ancient Sinhalese Historical records 
and other historical works relating to Ceylon, in stone inscription, in Sannases, in Tudapaths, and as handed 
down by tradition with the object of enriching the historical literature of this country. 


This historical treatise is known as “Boddhyahara Kulaya” as it contains a long account regarding princes 
Bodigupta, Summitta, and others of the “ Bodaharaka” dynasty of sakya princess, who are the ancestors’ of 
Kings and Prime Ministers, who shed lustre and glory and illumined Lanka in ancient times, and also, in 
accordance with the following statement of historical fact in Mahavansa to wit; - “Yani setti kula natta — 
Maha Bodhi Midha Harun Bodha Hara Kula Nithi — Thani Thena Pavuchcbare.” It is also called 
“Devawansaya” in conformity with the classification of Deva Sakya setty of Sakya Princes under 
Sammuthi Deva in the threefold classification of Devas as Summuthi, Visuddhi , and Uppaththi inthe 
Buddhist Birth stories. This work contains accounts regarding the birth of Kalpa and also in the same 
manner the change of names of Maha Sammata dynasty as is current in Indian legends, and a brief account 
of the history of King Vijaya and other Sinhalese monarchs, and the manner in which the doctrine of Lord 
Buddha was spread in this island by such venerable Buddhist monks” as Maha Mahinda Thero and others, 
with the assistance of King Devanam Piyatissa, and how Emperor Dharmasoka assisted Sri Lanka by 
sending to Ceylon, Priestess Sangamitta accompanied by Devas, 


( 11 ) Nagas, Yakkas, men and women, who brought the right branch of the Maha Bodhi and how the 
dynasty of the princes, thebrothers of Princess Devi, the mother of Maha Mahinda Thero, the sons of Deva 
Setty of Wetisa Principality, members of “ Suriya Vansa” who also accompanied Princes Sangamitta when 
she brought the Maha Bodhi, has been perpetuated in Ceylon up to date under various clan names, Lamba 
Karna, Ganewesi, Mahanawara, Skandhavara Giri, Moriya and Deva at various stages of Ceylon History, 
and many other historical data. The following books have been consulted in the compilation of this work to 
wit: - 1. Mahavansa and its 16. Puravidya commentary 2. Thupavansa 17. Kadaim and Vith Poth 3. 
Bodhivansa and its 18. Sidath Sangarawa Commentary 4. Janawansaya 19. Wirtha Rattnakara Punchika 
Wyakkya 5. Deepavansa 20. Chula Bodhi Vansaya 6. Samantha Pasadikawa 21. Virtha Malakkiyawa 7. 
Saraththa Deepaniya 22. Kula Nithiya 8. Rajavaliya 23. Plonnarupura Vistaraya 9. Raja Rathnakaraya 24. 
Professor Gaeger’s Translation of Mha Vansa 10. Perakumba Sirith 25. Puavaliya 11. Kavyasekharaya 26. 
Jathakattha Katha 12. Myura Sandesaya 27. Wuan Mal Nighanduwa 13. Hansa Sandesaya 28. Loka 
Vistaraya 14. Selalihini Sandesaya 29. Rasavahiniya 15. Saddharma ratnakara 30. Stone inscriptions 31. 
Tudapath 32. Ancient old Manuscript and other works The prose and verse passages Extracted from stone 
inscriptions, Sannases, and Tudapoths have been included in this work without alterations although they 
contain some errors in Grammar and prosody. 


( iii) We are happy to state that we were able to bring before the public this little brochure. Which is full of 
materials useful to students of history as it was our desire not to produce an unwieldy volume of useless 
historical inadculs. The difficulties that authors encounter in producing books are very many and are 
wellknown to all. It is our fervent hope that though this work is not without errors and though it does not 
pretend to be even free from grammatical and other blunders yet the learned would pick out only useful 
matter ignoring such defects and faults, as the swan used, they say, to extract milk having water behind. We 
take this opportunity to offer our sincere thanks to Mr. H. W. Wickramaratne of Galle who invited me to 
compile this useful work and also those priests and laymen who have been of service to me in the 
compilation of this work and lastly to the gentleman who assisted me to put this work through the press and 
to the proprietors of the Granthaprakasa Press. Lastly the author begs to state that he has reserved to himself 
the right of publicatoin of this work in future. Kavindra Rajasingha Deva, MA TALE. 
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